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Wisconsin Authorization for Final Disposition Checklist

Funeral & Burial Wishes — Wis. Stat. § 154.30

v) LEGAL REQUIREMENTS (Must have all)

Requirement gheck
Age 18+ and sound mind O
Signed + dated (or signed for you in presence) O
2 witnesses (18+, not related by blood/marriage/adoption) O
OR notarized (alternative to witnesses) O
Names representative + 1+ successor with addresses O
Specific wishes stated (burial, cremation, service type) O
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v/] REPRESENTATIVE ROLES (Who controls
arrangements)

Role v Named

Primary representative (makes decisions)

Successor representative #1

Successor representative #2 (optional)

Witnesses cannot be: Beneficiaries, funeral home staff, or financially responsible for your
care.

v WHAT TO INCLUDE (Specific instructions)
v
Category Documented
Body disposition (burial, cremation, donation) O
Funeral ceremony type (traditional, memorial, graveside) O
Service location preference O
Clergy/religious requirements d
Cemetery plot location O
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v
Category Documented
Budget limits (if any) O
Music/readings (optional) O

Tip: Reference other documents OK, but name the representative clearly.

v EXECUTION RULES
Rule v Confirmed
All sign same day (you + witnesses) O
No blanks left O
Representative agrees to serve (]
Successor knows role O
v DISTRIBUTION PLAN (Critical!)
Recipient v Copy Given
Primary representative (]
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Recipient v Copy Given
Successor representatives O
Estate executor/personal representative (]
Attorney (]
Funeral home of choice O
Family members O
County Register in Probate (optional) O

v WHEN IT CONTROLS (vs. family default order)

Without Document

With Document

Spouse decides

Your rep controls

Adult children (all must agree)

Your wishes followed

Parents/siblings

No family disputes

Probate court

Fast, private process

& REVIEW TRIGGERS
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Update after:

o Divorce/remarriage

e New children/grandchildren
o Representative moves/dies
e Change funeral preferences
e 5+ years pass

Revocation: New document + notify representative.

=] ACTION STEPS

Choose representative (not just spouse — pick organized person)
Write specific wishes (cremation vs. burial most common conflict)
Get 2 witnesses (neighbor + friend works)

Give copies to 3+ people

File with funeral home you prefer

iAW =

Pro tip: Prevents adult children fighting over casket vs. cremation.

Prevents probate court battles. Coordinate with will/health care POAH
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